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Mr. Jamcs J. Berry, Commissioner 
Department of Public Welfare 
cote House Annex 


Year Sirs 


Reference is made to your letter of April 2, 1951 concerning 
the liability, as between counties, for the support of a woman and 
certain of her children. 


As I understand the facts, the woman and her 6 children were, 
at one time, resicent in Coos Countye Following her husband's death, 
the support of three of the children was undertaken by that County 
the children were placed in a boarding home, and, so far as appecrs, 
are still there et the expense of Coos County. Without receiving 


further assistance fron Goos, the woud, sogether with her five re= 
% 


_yaining ciildren nas renwoved to Grafton Countye Having resided there 


for more than 2 year, she now asks direct relief for herself and the 
five children with her fron wafson County. The question thon iS, 
whether Grafton or Coss 45 Liable for any assistance that may be 
rendered. 


Assuming thet tie woman $s withont legal settlesent in eny 
tow, Grafton County would appear to be liable for the assistence 
requestcd in her onplicetion (Ne Le Ce 125, Sel). It is susses ted, 
however, that since enree of her children have been within © 


and now beings, supnorsec by Gcos, the case is changed by the operation 


of Re Le Co 125, Se 9, of woich the nertinent part is cuoted: 
3 5 E 3 


nO, Liability Eetween Counties. Tne county which 
shall heave lest relieved any county pauper within 
one yeer sacll be liable to the county is Wiich 

he may afterward be sclioved for all sitas of money 
paid for his relief, support, or funeral, provided 
me has not resided in the latter county vove 
euree months at the timo of his first application 
there for relief, The county jn which a perso2 
without a legal settlement shall have last resided 
not less tian one yeor, within the lest five yeors, 
shall be Liable to the county jn which he may 
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afterward make aprlication for relief for ail 
sung of meney poid for his relict, support, or 
fumerel, proviced ke has not resicca in the 
Lattor county cbove three months at the tins 
of his Sirst ap,iication to the latter county 
for relief. . e ee e oe oF 


Tt is clear from an examination of the above statute that 
the question whether cic to @ child is to be taken as aid to the 
parent is ivmatcrial in the resolnticn ef this case. It is undis- 
puted that the mother ond the children in respect to whom she now 
epplies to Grafton Lave residec in Crofton for "above three nontns"®, 
Resicence for such period fixes responsibility upon Graften, and this 
despite the fact that the other clildren have been supported by Coos 
Mywithin one year". 


You will note froma the foregoing that the question of custody 
has no bearing in a case of tais kind, 


Very truly yours, 


¢ 
Assistant Attorney General 
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